222	MEMOIES  OF RACHEL.
An old-fashioned, lumbering French stage-coach, comprising
the usual divisions of coupe, interieur, rotonde, imperial, cabrio-
let, and bache, was the vehicle provided for the whole journey.
In the coupe, which was especially appropriated to the chief-
tainess, a bed was placed, in order to facilitate as much repose
as was consistent with a life of perpetual motion; at night
spread out for a couch, in the day it was rolled up for a sofa.
The princesses, maids of honor, and damsels of her suite oc-
cupied the interieur, and disputed the corner seats. The em-
perors, kings, and lords of high degree had the rotonde; the
imperial was assigned to the confidants and other small fry,
•who, though not in very enviable seats so far as regarded
sleep, had a fine view of the country from their elevated posi-
tion. Under the bache were ^stowed away the trunks, boxes,
packages, and bundles containing the wardrobe and stage
paraphernalia: Roxands dagger, Cleopatra? 3 worm, Adrienne's
fatal bouquet, and Judith's sabre; regal mantles and poisoned
cups, crown jewels and bag wigs.
Mademoiselle Rachel was not perhaps herself aware that
she was taking art back to its primitive origin, and that her
dramatic diligence was neither more nor less than an imitation
of the tragic car of Thespis. With all due allowance for the
difference of times and the progress of the present age, her
caravan recalls that of which Scarron gives so amusing a de-
scription in his " Roman Comique."
In consequence of one of the little differences of opinion that
sometimes disturbed the concord of the Felix family, Made-
moiselle Rachel not always being inclined to place implicit
reliance in her brother's arithmetical conclusions, in lieu of
Raphael, the usual nominal manager, a M. Prot filled that
office on the present occasion.
While the tragedienne herself endured without a murmur
this continual locomotion, no other member of the company
was permitted to allege fatigue as an excuse for non-perform-
ance of duty—even indisposition could not, i^nlflsa very severe,
be pleaded to obtain exemption. It was said—we will not
vouch for the truth of the report—that on this or some other
, one of the actors who had had leeches prescribed for
temporary ailing, was obliged to apply them in the

